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C-COR Inc. has entered into

an agreement to acquire 

the business of nCUBE Corporation,

one of the leading vendors of on-

demand content delivery and digital

advertising solutions. The purchase

is part of C-COR’s previously stated

aim of aggregating the essential

technologies for delivering IP voice,

video and data over broadband

networks, including all-digital IP

networks. The deal follows four

other acquisitions completed by 

C-COR during 2004 covering

optical transport equipment, OSS

(Operations Support Systems)

software and technical support

services.

A statement from C-COR explains:

“With the acquisition of nCUBE, 

C-COR will bring a set of

capabilities that will allow

broadband network operators to

profitably transition to an IP packet-

based, on-demand delivery system

in two key ways, the first of which

is by building the highway for

delivery of optical packet transport

services. Secondly, we will help

broadband and telecoms network

operators to more efficiently

manage their businesses with the

industry’s most complete and

sophisticated suite of interoperable

back office automation tools for

network, content, subscriber and

workforce management.” 

Possibly the main prize in this

acquisition is nCUBE’s application

and server-neutral nABLE back-

office software management tools,

which simplifies operations when

deploying and integrating on-

demand services.

As more cable operators seek on-

demand solutions that harness best-

of-breed ‘commodity’ servers, 

the real value of VOD delivery

solutions is in the storage/playout

architecture and the delivery and

management software. nCUBE’s

nABLE On Demand Management

System allows network operators 

to control all aspects of VOD at

corporate, regional or local levels,

and across different VOD delivery

systems, using the same process. 

It provides real-time control and

visibility from a single, integrated

platform. By simplifying operations

it also reduces costs.

nCUBE will be integrated with 

C-COR’s current software business

unit and Michael J. Pohl, currently

the president and CEO of nCUBE,

will become president of that unit.

The deal is expected to close,

subject to customary conditions, in

Q2 of C-COR’s fiscal year 2005.

Skyline Communications 

has been demonstrating

how its DataMiner (DMS) network

monitoring and control solution

allows operators to capture their

entire operations in a single screen,

independent of the vendors

selected for the individual

components, and how the system

can optimise return on investment.

The open architecture solution,

which is designed for advanced

management of earth stations,

headends, backbones, data centres

and HFC networks, among other

things, is the first software platform

capable of unconditionally

interfacing with any third-party

device, including any proprietary

interfaces, according to Skyline. 

“Today over 375 drivers have

been deployed for devices supplied

by over 90 different industry

vendors,” says Bert Vandenberghe,

software R&D director at the

Izegem, Belgium-based company.

“Moreover, these drivers are

designed in an open XML format,

so that anybody can create new

drivers, or modify existing drivers.

For any proprietary interface,

DataMiner will also provide a

seamless conversion to SNMP so

that any device can be interfaced

with any third-party SNMP

compliant software application.”

DataMiner, which has been

deployed as an umbrella

management platform by Telenet,

Belgacom, Canal Plus and Brutele,

among others, offers unlimited

client web access so the monitoring

environment can be accessed from

any location with a standard PC.

The intuitive graphical interfaces

provide comprehensive monitoring

functions from real-time data, trend

analysis and alarm management, to

advanced applications for

automation, scheduling, event

correlation and reporting etc. 

One of the highlights for the

company at IBC was DMS Spectrum

Analysis, which allows integration of

any third-party spectrum analysis

devices, enabling functions like real-

time spectrum remote interfacing,

script-based RF performance

monitoring and RF performance

trend analysis. 

The company has also been

showcasing its new DMS Service

capabilities, contained in the latest

3.0 Phantom release of DataMiner.

“These allow operators to manage

their technical infrastructure from an

intuitive service-based perspective,

rather than the more common, but

less transparent, device-centric

approach,” notes Ben

Vandenberghe, who is sales director

at Skyline Communications.
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nABLE on-demand management system is one
of the prizes for C-COR as it acquires nCUBE

DataMiner network monitoring solution 
“will interface with any third-party device”

Bert Vandenberghe,
software R&D 
director, Skyline
Communications
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